STUDIES   IN   A   DYING   CULTURE
each, and that therefore it is fallacious to suppose a
simple effort of the will of the free man, without know-
ledge of the causes, will banish fascism, war, and slumps.
Because of his basic fallacy, this type of intellectual
always tries to cure positive social evils, such as wars, by
negative individual actions, such as non-co-operation,
passive resistance or conscientious objection. This is
because he cannot rid himself of the assumption that the
individual is free. But we have shown that the indi-
vidual is never free. He can only attain freedom by
social co-operation* He can only do what he wants by
using soaal forces. If, therefore, he wishes to stop
poverty, war, and misery, he must do it, not by passive
resistance, but by using social relations. But in order to
use social relations he must understand them. He must
become conscious of the laws of society, just as, if he wants
to lever up a stone, he must know the laws of levers.
Once the bourgeois intellectual can see that society
is the only instrument of freedom, he has advanced a
step farther along the road to freedom. But until then
he is unfree. True he is a logician, he understands the
causality of nature, Einstein's theories, all the splendid
apparatus of social discovery, but he still believes in a
magic world of social relations divorced from these
theories, in which only the god of bourgeois liberty
rules. This is proved, not only in his theory, in the way
his doctrine of liberty is accepted like a theological
dogma, and never made to square with all his philo-
sophic and scientific knowledge ; but it is also proved
in action, when the bourgeois intellectual is powerless
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